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29 January, 2014 
 
Honourable Leona Aglukkaq 
Minister of the Environment 
Parliament Buildings 
Ottawa 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
On behalf of the Board and membership of Friends of the Rideau I am writing to express our concern at the impact 
the 2012 and 2013 budget cuts are having on the protection and preservation of the Rideau Canal National Historic 
Site and World Heritage Site.  While our primary focus is on the heritage of the Rideau Canal, we wish to draw your 
attention also to the economic consequences of reductions in the funds available to maintain and operate the Canal 
and provide interpretation services along the entire Waterway.   
 
While precise figures on the numbers of visitors to the Rideau Canal are not available, it is evident that the Rideau is 
among the top three national heritage sites in eastern Ontario.  Our own measure of the popularity of the Canal, 
based on the number of guests we welcome during the peak summer months to our interpretation facility in 
Merrickville suggests that the Rideau’s popularity is growing; from 2012 to 2013 we saw an increase of over 10%.   
The growth in the number of land-based visits is not however matched by boat traffic.  The uncertainty about fee 
levels and operating hours/length of season have raised doubt with many boaters as to whether the Rideau is still an 
operating canal. 
 
A further issue of concern to the Friends of the Rideau is the elimination of much, if not most, of the interpretation 
services along the Rideau Waterway.  Many visitors come to the Canal on the strength of the reputation of its role in 
the history of eastern Ontario, and of Canada for that matter.  In our experience, these visitors are by and large left 
on their own as to interpretation or explanation of the history and significance of the specific site they are visiting, to 
say nothing of the importance of the entire 202 kilometre waterway.  We believe this is a very unfortunate 
consequence of the cuts to the budget of the Rideau Canal and it deprives visitors of the opportunity to obtain a 
proper understanding of the importance of this key component of our national heritage.  We and other volunteer 
groups along the Rideau do our best to meet visitors’ need for information and interpretation, but Parks Canada must 
take the lead and thus we urge you to ensure this element of the Rideau operating budget is restored. 
 
Finally, recent press reports have highlighted the extent to which the physical infrastructure of the Rideau Canal is 
deteriorating.  We as Canadians through our government have a custodial responsibility to maintain and preserve the 
locks, dams, bridges and other structures which comprise the Canal and which were so brilliantly conceived and 
constructed over 180 years ago by Lt. Col. John By and his team of engineers and contractors.  Not only do we owe 
it to Canadians, but under the commitments made when the Rideau Canal and the Kingston Fortifications were 
proposed to UNESCO, and accepted, as a World Heritage Site, Canada accepted a duty of care for the Canal given 
its outstanding universal value, representing human creative genius and significance in human – specifically 
Canadian – history.  It would be deeply embarrassing if the commitments made in 2007 when the Rideau Canal 
achieved World Heritage Status were called into question. 
 
We ask that you direct that the annual heritage infrastructure maintenance budget for the Rideau Canal be set at a 
level of 5% of the value of the Canal asset base, which we understand to be approximately $900 million.  Only 



through this explicit targeting can there be assurance that sufficient funds will be available to protect the Rideau’s 
physical elements.  The government should look at this also as an opportunity to invest in job creation in eastern 
Ontario, and reinforcement and enhancement of the attractiveness of the Rideau Canal as a visitor destination.  
Postponing maintenance and renewal work only means that the eventual cost will be considerably higher than 
present estimates. 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 

 
 
Hunter McGill 
Chairman 
 
cc Honourable John Baird, MP 
     Gord Brown, MP     
 
           
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


